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So what’s the point of
probability and statistics?

* Spotting patterns in data
= Trying to explain those patterns

= Trying to separate chance from
knowledge (distinguish noise from
signal)

Some statistics...
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Number of Pregnancies per
pregnancies: 1000 females
females 15-17 Region LA _Name aged 15-17
Region Local authority 2005 East Norwich 72
Tee N ag e East Peterborough 184 East Peterborough 57
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Teenage pregnancy rates 2005
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Teenage pregnancy rates 2005: Eastern region
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‘| have nothing to hide’

Dr Harold Shipman, general practitioner, on his
arrest in September 1998

Shipman Inquiry
July 2002:

215 definite
victims,

45 probable
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Men

% of deaths in each hour of the day
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(NB: Shipman Inquiry total of definite or probable victims:
189 female > 65, 55 male over 65)

Shipman: older females would have set off ‘alarm’ in
1985, after only 40 deaths

SPRT for detection of a doubling in mortality risk: age >64
and death in home/practice
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What is our programme trying to do?

e Educational lectures and workshops
* Website
< Engagement with media

« Working with people who want to
communicate risk

« Inter-disciplinary research




www . understandinguncertainty.org

The great bacon sandwich debate

The great bacon sandwich debate

e Estimated 20%
excess risk of
bowel cancer per
509 of processed
meat per day

e WCRF Website:

“Try to avoid
processed meats
such as bacon,
ham, salami,
corned beef and
some sausages”

Press coverage

e Sun: “Careless pork costs lives”

e Daily Mail: “Is anything safe to eat?”

e Sun Health columnist Dr Keith Hopcroft:
“Id rather shave a few years off my life
with the occasional bacon sarnie than be
110 and dribbling into my All Bran”

How long are you going to
live?







