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DEAR Ih Malhs.
W l$yearcld son
does nol see lhe pdm

'ot studying malhs
GCSE. I have tied lo
tell him lhat il wlll be
usetul, hn he doesnt
lisbn to his Mum. Can
you help?

THERE is rnathemalical geonrslry allaround us, but
somelirnes we look and do not see.
Over the ne)d bw t 'reeks I am gcing b lookirE closer at
the way rndEmalical geomefy is in\iolved in our
everyday lives.
Patbms in shapes su€h as uiangular and square num-
bels aftc't the arcfiibc ral landscaDe of the wodd we
live in. They inffuence the shape and torm qf rnany
eveq/day obiecb and items, sucfr as buildings, caF,
rnobile phones and fashion design.
Souare numbeE look like lhb:
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The pattem gioes 1x1=1, ae=4, meaning in general
lhd a souale nurber b siie x side.
Trianguhr nwnb€|s look fike lhb:
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The pattem br lhese ist 1'e.-?=1,8'.*3,3x4-.24
Pattems sudr as lhese sho/ us links betlr/een num-
bers ard geomefy. From these basic construclbns
rnorc cornplex pdems can be brmed suci as the
pat8m for qe€ling stars. \ttJhd do you think t|e g€q
m€0y cf star numbeF \r/ould look fike?
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Above is a mathernatcal pictJre of pan of a welFkFwn
building in Newcas{e. Write in or email me wifi tle
name oi this building and the name of the maths shape

-you can see,The filst cor€ct an$/er will win a copy of
t|e book Vrsual Magic by John Munay.
Take a look around )iou this week and see if you can
see arry mdls geonetry. Send in your picturcs lvhi*l
say ndrslo you.
I Do you have a md|s questixr? Write to Dr Malhs,
Evening Chronide, Gloat Ma*et, tlel|rcasde upon Tyne
NEl 1ED or e-mail sieve.hwble@ncl-aollac.uk


