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Dear Steva
MUng_sun James was
g me why we count in
tens? | could not think of a
reason and | told him itis

— == oy andthe {act that we
have 10 fingers.

Newcastle Collead fhme terms: one, two and

The simple answar is his-

thousands of vears
and then thera weraagr?hr

resent 107
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B Do you have a maths question or problem? Write to
Dr Maths, Evening Chronicle, Groat Market, Newcastia
Upon Tyne, NE1 1ED or emall steve humble @ncl

coilac.uk
—

As we started famning, we needed o o and
count fivestock so we moved on from using our hands
to counting on our fingers. ]

But what do you do once
you get to 107 Well, how
about using a stone fo rep-

These two stones and five
fingers represent 25.

This system s fine unfil you
reach about 100 - or 10
stones —but beyond that you start to get too many

A series of boxes is the answer. So 42 would be four
stones in the 10 box and two stones in the ong bax,

If you went to Mars and found fittle green men with just
four fingers, how do you think they would they count?

Write or emall to 2l me
how a Martian would wiits
diown the number 11 1o win
-Chris Budd's book Maih-
emalics Galora!, all sbout
tha history of numbers.
Congrafilations to Amy
‘Hobum, 11, from Bantan,
for correctly leting last

week's puzzle — her answer
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